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The Dalkeith THI and CARS historic building grant scheme is now up 
and running.
Find out if you are eligible for a grant of up to 75% 
of eligible costs for historic building repair and 
enhancement.

The scheme was officially launched on 15 April 2010 with a 
week and a half of events such as guided walks, talks and 
presentations (see inside/back page for details).

A consultation exercise has just been completed on the 
proposed environmental improvements to the High Street. 
This is a Complimentary Initiative to the THI/CARS scheme 
which will improve the street whilst the THI/CARS will 
target improvements to historic buildings in the High Street 
(see inside for details).

Autumn Newsletter
This newsletter highlights the progress the scheme has made since the launch in April and is a reminder of how grants can be obtained.

Dalkeith Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) and 
Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS)

What is the THI and CARS?
The THI and CARS is a historic building grant scheme 
which has the following aims:

 X To repair and promote the regeneration of key historic 
buildings in Dalkeith

 X To preserve and enhance the character of Dalkeith

 X To reinstate architectural detail

 X To improve the public realm

 X To involve the local community

 X To restore Dalkeith to a prosperous market town and 
encourage new investment



Who can apply for grants?
Owners/tenants of eligible buildings as shown on the map 
below. Grants are for repair/enhancement of the historic 
buildings including the reinstatement of architectural 
features, bringing vacant floor space back into use and shop 
front improvement.

The scheme is a partnership between the following funding 
partners:

 X Heritage Lottery Fund

 X Historic Scotland

 X Midlothian Council

 X Dalkeith Business Renewal

Exhibitions
Following the official launch the public and local businesses 
were invited to three exhibitions at Dalkeith Arts Centre 
and Library.Over 250 people visited the exhibitions which 
were hosted by the THI/CARS project, Historic Scotland 
and Dalkeith Local History Society. These were aimed 

at explaining the scheme and 
generating interest and 

discussion on the 
history and 

heritage of 
the town. 
Butterfly 
World set 
up a stand 
on one of 

the days to 
highlight the 

importance 
of the natural 

environment.

Walks, 
talks and 

presentations
Three guided walks were 

organised around the town, 
focusing on people, places and 

buildings and one in Dalkeith 
Country Park looking at some of 

the historic buildings like the ice 
house and remains of the old castle 

walls. 73 people attended these. Three 
talks were given on the architectural 

and social history of Dalkeith by 
members of the Dalkeith History Society 

and the Conservation team at Midlothian 
Council. 35 people came to the talks 

stimulating an interesting debate. Kings Park 
School had their own guided walk and drawing 

buildings exercise in the classroom.

A presentation was given by the Y2K youth group 
on a light projection project and lantern display 

that they had recently carried out.

The events proved to be very popular and as a result 
a number of initiatives are now being progressed by 
the THI/CARS project:

 X Dalkeith Heritage Trail

 X Dalkeith Video Diary

 X Building light projection project

 X Schools Art Project

 X Poetry Project

Updates on these projects will be reported in subsequent 
newsletters.

The Training Plan
A Training Plan is a key part of the THI/CARS project and 
this is aimed at providing expert advice and training on 
historic building repair and restoration techniques using the 
appropriate materials. The plan is aimed at:

 X Building professionals i.e. architects, surveyors, 
engineers

 X Building contractors

 X Historic building owners/tenants

 X The wider community, residents, schools and youth 
groups

A training provider will be appointed shortly to work closely 
with the THI/CARS project and other training providers 
such as Midlothian Training Services.

(Please contact Rod Lugg the THI/CARS Project Manager if 
interested in the scheme.)

Historic Buildings Need TLC
Many of the buildings in the town centre are becoming 
run down and need repair/enhancement. Two are in poor 
condition:

1-3 Musselburgh Road
This important historic cottage has considerably 
deteriorated and will decline further if it suffers another 
winter in it’s present state.Fortunately a developer is 
developing the adjacent site for housing and progress is 
being made with the company to restore the cottage as two 
houses in association with new housing.

The Cross Keys Hotel

This historic coaching house is also suffering the 
consequences of neglect. It is on the market for sale and is 
a “listed building at risk”. Hopefully a new owner will take 
advantage of the grant scheme and restore the building.

Priority Buildings in the High Street
Meetings are now taking place with the THI/CARS Project 
Manager and owners/tenants of priority buildings in the 
High Street with the intention of developing, repair and 
enhancement schemes that can benefit from grant aid. Many 
buildings are in multiple ownership and obtaining common 
agreement on the way forward is a challenge!! But it’s worth 
it to take advantage of this unique opportunity for grant 
assistance. Priority buildings owners and tenants please 
come forward!!

We will update you soon on the progress of these projects.

Environmental Improvement Scheme to the High 
Street
This will improve the street for pedestrians and shoppers 
and enhance the quality of the environment. The plan is to 
narrow the carriageway and widen pavements between the 
junction of High Street with Buccleuch Street to the south 
and the junction with South Street to the north. Natural 
Yorkstone paving will be used on footpaths, granite setts in 
car lay by areas with new bollards, lighting and signage.A 
new pedestrian crossing point will be provided and a safer 
bus lay by area.There will be some new on street parking.

A separate leaflet will be produced to explain the scheme 
further with a plan showing the general arrangement and a 
programme of work.

3 vennels will also be upgraded with new paving, lighting 
and repairs to walls.



Other Initiatives Being Developed
The THI/CARS exhibition has been moved to the shopfront  
of No 81 High Street so please have a look if you have not 
had the chance to see it yet.

Work is underway to produce a Shop Front Design Guide.

We are participating with”Doors Open Day” and the THI/
CARS exhibition and information will be available on 
Saturday 12th September at Dalkeith Library between 
9.30am and 1.00pm. The THI/CARS Project Manger will be 
available to answer questions about the scheme.

We welcome any comments, ideas or thoughts that you have 
on how best to preserve the heritage of Dalkeith.

Please contact Rod Lugg the THI/CARS Project Manager 
on tel: 0131 660 9862 Email: r.lugg@dalkeiththi.co.uk
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